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World-Honored One! From now until | attain
Buddhahood, when | see those involved in
harmful occupations related to hunting or raising
animals, or committing other offenses against the
precepts, | will never forsake them. When | obtain
extraordinary power, | will subdue those who
should be subdued and embrace those who should
be embraced wherever | see such sentient beings.
Why? Because by subduing and embracing them,
one brings about the enduring presence of the
Dharma. When the Dharma endures, devas and
humans shall flourish and the evil destinies shall
diminish in number, as they can go along with the
Dharma wheel that is turned by the Tathagata. For
these benefits, | shall never cease saving and
teaching those sentient beings.

The Lion’s Roar of Queen Srimala, the single-vehicle great

expedience, the corrective and extensive Sutra
[Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra]
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In order to ensure the enduring presence of true
Dharma, it is necessary to devise multiple kinds of
expedient means to subdue those with erroneous views
and embrace those with correct views. Subduing those
with erroneous views is to stop them from defaming
the true Dharma; embracing those with correct views is
to awaken them to True Reality. In so doing, the true
Dharma can prevail over an extensive period of time.
Therefore, bodhisattvas must commit themselves to
two acts: the first is to subdue people with erroneous
views by refuting false concepts and highlighting the
correct Dharma; the second is to expand the venues for
Buddhist cultivation and enable those with correct
understanding and right conditions to achieve
awakening. Doing so will secure the enduring presence

of true Dharma.

A Discourse on the Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra, \ol. 1, p. 157
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